Welcome to Mr. Gumm’s Class
I am very excited to have you in fifth grade this upcoming school year.  I am also looking forward to meeting you and can’t wait to start building a lasting relationship.


The first day of school is on Wednesday, August 9th.  Your school day will begin at 8:30 a.m. and will end at 3:05 p.m.  Also, remember that each Wednesday is a minimum day with a 1:30 p.m. dismissal.  It is extremely important that you arrive to school on time each morning prepared. 

*Represents for your use only

Here is a list of voluntary wish items you may bring on the first day of school: 

· *Package of fine point whiteboard markers (multiple colors)
· *Highlighters (yellow, blue, green, pink, orange)
· *Ball point pens with multiple colors (no glitter gel pens)   
· *Colored pencils
· *Student Scissors

· *Package of glue sticks
· Kleenex boxes for class use
· *Pencil box to store most of the above items securely on your desk
· *Pencil sharpener with a cover preferred
· *Ruler or protractor 
· *College ruled binder paper (store in your binder)
· *Centimeter grid graph binder paper for math homework

· *Small whiteboard eraser for desk

· *Five subject notebook

· *Binder to stay organized

· *Optional (wireless mouse)
Be ready for a fun and exciting year as a 5th grade student!

Sincerely,

Mr. Gumm 
P.S. Please tell your parents that I am looking forward to meeting them at Back to School Night on August 17th from 6-7 pm. 
Rules for the 5th Grade

If you abide by these rules every day, you will have a great education, and a happy teacher!

Be Responsible

· Always do your homework.

· Return Tuesday folder on time.

· Take home papers to be signed.

· Accept all consequences if you were at fault, since you are responsible for your own actions (make good choices)!

· Keep desks and binders organized and clean.

Be Respectful

· Be caring and helpful to others.

· Always walk quietly in the hall and as you enter any room.

· Raise your hand.

· Look at the person who is talking to you.

· Keep your hands and feet to yourself.

· Tell the truth. Lies are like ghosts, they’ll come back to haunt you!!!

· Listen to others while they are speaking.

Be Resourceful

· Come to school on time; every day.

· Have your supplies with you and ready to go.

· If you have a question, ask for help.

· Stay organized.

· Complete your work neatly so you do not have to do it over.

· Take pride with your work.
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Dear Parents,


Welcome back! I hope you had a nice vacation. Below is some general information about how the classroom will be structured. 
Homework:

Fifth grade students will be given homework Monday through Friday, with an equivalent amount of 45 minutes per night, plus an extra 25 minutes of reading. Homework is a reinforcement of what was covered in class. Therefore, students will be familiar with it. Please encourage your child to complete their homework and promptly bring it back the next day.  They will need to use their agenda or an electronic device to write their weekly assignments down and organize their time.  This is an important tool for students that are learning to become organized just like an adult uses a planner. Failure to do this will result in being unorganized and unneeded stress for the student. If your child does not complete their work, they will lose all privileges until it is completed. This will help your child become responsible young adults and teach them time management. Homework will begin in class when time allows, thus I can monitor the students understanding of the subject and help those who need it.  Homework should not be a struggle. Students that use their time wisely typically do not have much homework. 
Math:

Math continues to play a vital role in a students’ success. Considering math continually gets harder throughout the year, it is very important for each child to master their multiplication and division facts 1—12 and place value from billions to ten-thousandths.  If a student does not learn these, math will be a struggle all year. I will be using the math adoption series (Pearson-EnVision), as well as supplemental material that support a higher level of thinking.  Daily math lessons will consist of instructional lessons, projects, quizzes, tests, and performance tasks to check for students’ conceptual mastery. I use math groups in order to reach all levels of mathematic ability. Typically, one or two groups will be going at an accelerated pace with more complicated concepts. The homework will not be more than other groups; just simply more in-depth.  All students that have conceptually mastered the standards will be introduced to sixth grade standards and Pre-Algebra for the remaining of the year. It is critical that students make connections with standards to real world situations. Throughout the year students will need to generate story problems and performance tasks that relate to the math concepts being taught.   
Reading:

The class will use novels, articles, poems, and expository texts throughout the year. Differentiated instruction will be implemented in order to benefit all students’ abilities. Accelerated Reader continues to be a vital tool that increases comprehension ability if students read and take tests at their reading level.  Please be sure your child is reading books that are at or above their level.  Your child’s goal is to read and take tests on a weekly basis earning an 85% or higher test percentage.  I will be sending home a weekly report on the status of your child’s Accelerated Reader points, behavior, missing assignments, and accomplishments. I will negotiate with your child an AR point goal to determine a realistic individual point goal for A/R. Typically, the AR goal is a summation of the points available from the classroom novels. 
Writing, Spelling, and Grammar:

Similarly, fifth grade will continue to improve in our writing skills by successfully completing six 4-8 paragraph essays throughout the year. The genres for the essays will be the following: personal narrative, realistic fiction, persuasive, science fiction, opinion, fiction, and non-fiction. Fifth grade students are expected to master research skills, technology proficiency, outlines, essay formats, and complex writing conventions. These skills will help students when it comes to higher levels in education. Grammar will be discussed in class and homework will consist of using the skill(s) in a writing piece, referring to textbooks, and using workbooks for support if needed. Spelling words do not come from the general practice book. Spelling words are chosen based on the week’s literature, social science, and science concepts being taught. Spelling and Grammar tests are typically on Friday’s or when the students are ready.  Be sure your child studies throughout the week. A short story, book of poems, or any writing genre may be written for the Young Author’s Fair.  The Young Author’s Fair is typically the first week of February. 
Science and Social Studies:

Science and Social Science will also play a large part in your child’s education.  Social Science will consist of the development of the United States.  Work will consist of reports, note taking, mini writes, projects, and presentations that support American History. Science will be more “hands on” in addition to reading the material, articles, note taking, and various projects. Science and Social Science will be integrated into our reading program and read daily.  Science fair projects will begin in October or sooner if the child desires. This project is a great opportunity for students and will be supported through a Science Fair club and some class time before or after school.
Tuesday Folder, Homework, Behavior, and Accelerated Reader report: 

There will be a Tuesday folder sent home every Monday. This folder will include homework, behavior, Accelerated Reader report, and ST Math percent as well. It is to be signed by a parent/guardian and returned the following day.  Please look for this report over every Monday. It is a critical component of our communication.  Similarly, this folder will include class work and any tests from the previous week.  Please look over the contents in the folder, sign, and return the report with your child on Tuesday. 
Discipline:

The majority of our students are using “self-governance” as a management system to encourage responsible behavior from the students. This system rewards students for making appropriate choices. If a student continues to make good choices, they remain “self-governed” which gives them certain privileges. Should they make poor choices in their behavior, they will become “teacher governed” and temporarily lose their privileges. I’d like to refer to it as “grounded”. I will not hesitate to have students call home if their behavior is unacceptable and affects other students’ learning.  If your child calls home from class some consequence should occur at home.  Students need to know their teacher and parents are on the same page and will do whatever it takes to give them tools to be successful in life. This is helpful for the student to take ownership of their lack of self-discipline and self-control. Please see the attached letter.  Have your child read it to you and please sign it. Good classroom management leads to successful students.

Punctuality:

Last but not least, I would like to discuss with you the importance of your child arriving to school on time. I start teaching at 8:30 every morning. Much information is provided to your child in the first 5 minutes of school. Also, being to school on time controls the stress that your child may experience from running late, of which can result in poor academic performance or negative behavior for that particular day.  Please try to have your child at school on time, and make sure they eat a healthy breakfast.
I’m looking forward to the growth that each of your children will make throughout the year. An open line of communication between your child, you, and the teacher will help build the type of relationship that is necessary to achieve the success that we are looking for. Please feel free to contact me anytime with any questions or concerns. My email address is listed below for your convenience. Let’s make this a great year!

Sincerely,

Mr. Gumm

bgumm@centralusd.k12.ca.us 
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Mr. Gumm’s

Classroom Discipline Policy

Fifth Grade

Dear Parents,

I’m delighted that your child is in my class. Your child can look forward to many exciting and rewarding experiences as the year progresses.

I firmly believe that life-long success depends on self-discipline.  Thus, I have developed a Classroom Discipline Policy that gives every student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior. Your child deserves the most positive educational climate possible for academic growth. Therefore, this policy will be in effect at all times. 

Classroom Rules:

1. Put-ups No Put-downs!

2. Be Respectful.  No excessive teasing, tormenting, or unnecessary annoyances.

3. Follow directions the first time they are given.

4. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

5. Remain in your seat, unless given permission to leave, and work quietly.

6. Raise your hand if you have a question or need help.

7. Complete all assignments/homework and turned in on time 

8. Pay attention to what is being taught

9. Play by the rules or do not play!

10. Use respectful language. No profanity or obscene actions.

To encourage the students to follow classroom rules, I reinforce appropriate behavior with: pizza parties, free time on the computer, lunch in the classroom, teacher’s assistant, and school wide volunteer opportunities. 
Please refer to the discipline system supported by our school and district for its entirety of steps and consequences. I really dislike implementing behavior contracts for students. Unfortunately it is necessary at times.  I will give a verbal warning to the student to give them an opportunity to make better choices.  Unfortunately, if the verbal warning denotes no change for the better the following are the first three steps that follow the verbal warning of the discipline system:
Step one: their name will be written on the board and recorded in my personal daily behavior journal
Step two: a check will be added next to their name, student calls home, and earns one day in the Responsibility Center.
Step three: another check will be added, 2 days in the Responsibility Center, Central Unified Elementary Behavior Contract will be implemented, and meeting with parent will be requested.    

I have discussed the Classroom Discipline Policy with all students in class. I would appreciate it if you would also review the plan with your child, then sign and return the form in its entirety.  I will be communicating with you frequently throughout the year to keep you aware of your child’s progress. Please feel free to contact me anytime at school, 276-6002 or email me at <bgumm@centralusd.k12.ca.us>.

I have read the Classroom Discipline policy and have discussed it with my child.

Parent/Guardian Signature



Child’s Signature


    Date
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Name:___________________________               Date: xx-xx-xxxx

Accelerated Reader: Your child needs to maintain an average of 85% or higher on all A/R tests. Currently your child has earned _____points with a point goal of______ for the first quarter. Likewise, he/she has an overall test average of _____% on first quarter A/R tests. AR tests end on xx-xx-xxxx. 

Homework Assignments

 
If this box is checked your child has been clear for the entire week.  

If this box is checked your child is missing the following class-work or homework and has received a zero until turned in. Your child will use their recess time until work is completed. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Behavior for the Week

· Excellent: made great decisions and worked hard in class.

· Needs improvement in the following areas:

· Listening in class 

· Low A/R points

· Not talking to neighbors during instruction

· Completing assignments on time

· Working collaboratively in their group

· Treating others how they want to be treated

· Name has been on the board more than once

Teacher signature ____________________        ___________________Date:______________

Parent signature_____________________________________________Date_______________
Parent comments: _____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
	10 Ways to Motivate Your Child to Learn
Inspire their thirst for knowledge inside -- and outside -- of school.


By Caolan Madden


If you want your child to be a stellar student, don't limit learning to the walls of his classroom. 

Although the skills he's learning there are crucial to his intellectual and social growth, your child needs your help to really "open up the world of ideas," according to child psychologist Robin Forman, PhD. His renewed joy in discovery will transfer to his schoolwork, so you'll boost his academic achievement, too! 

Fill your child's world with reading. Take turns reading with your older child, or establish a family reading time when everyone reads her own book. It's important to show her that "it's not only a school task," says Ted Feinberg, Ph.D, assistant director of the National Association of School Psychologists. Demonstrate how important reading is to you by filling your home with printed materials: novels, newspapers, even posters and placemats with words on them. According to Stephanie Fanjul, director of student achievement at the National Education Association, "Children can learn to read by living in an environment that's rich in words."

 Encourage him to express his opinion, talk about his feelings, and make choices. He can pick out a side dish to go with dinner and select his own extracurricular activities. Ask for his input on family decisions, and show that you value it. "One of the things valued in school is class participation," says Feinberg, and "having practice at home expressing his feelings" is "good for self-esteem and self-confidence." He'll be more likely to engage with the material he studies if he's comfortable asking questions and drawing his own conclusions. 

 Show enthusiasm for your child's interests and encourage her to explore subjects that fascinate her. If she's a horse nut, offer her stories about riding or challenge her to find five facts about horses in the encyclopedia. Make sure she has the tools she needs -- since Feinberg's daughter "loved looking for sea life" at the beach during family vacations, he bought her little nets so that she could catch crabs and minnows. Now, she's a marine biologist. 

 Provide him with play opportunities that support different kinds of learning styles -- from listening and visual learning to sorting and sequencing. Fanjul recommends supplies that encourage open-ended play and "do more than one thing," such as blocks -- your child will develop his creative expression and problem-solving skills as he builds. He'll need lots of unstructured play time to explore them -- although sports activities and language clubs are valuable experiences, too many scheduled activities can add "too much stress" to your child's life, and distract him from exploring the pleasures of learning at his own pace. 

 Point out the new things you learn with enthusiasm. Discuss the different was you find new information, whether you're looking for gardening tips on the Internet or taking a night class in American literature. Let her see you in action: choose an activity that's unfamiliar to you both, such as playing tennis or speaking Spanish, and schedule a lesson or pick up a couple of instructional tapes. "Parents are the single most important modeling agent in a child's life," says Feinberg, and if you "demonstrate that learning is a lifetime adventure," your kids will get the message.

 Ask about what he's learning in school, not about his grades or test scores. "Even if he doesn't do well grade-wise compared to the other students, he might still be learning and improving, and you don't want to discourage that," cautions Fanjul. Have him teach you what he learned in school today -- putting the lesson into his own words will help him retain what he learned. 

 Help your child organize her school papers and assignments so she feels in control of her work. If her task seems too daunting, she'll spend more time worrying than learning; as she gets older and has more responsibilities, things can get "excruciatingly painful," warns Fanjul. So check in with her regularly to make sure she's not feeling overloaded. 

 Celebrate achievements, no matter how small. Completing a book report calls for a special treat; finishing a book allows your child an hour of video games. You'll offer positive reinforcement that will inspire him to keep learning and challenging himself. "If a child feels as if he is successful regardless of what it is, it builds him up and makes the next challenge easier," says Feinberg. 

 Focus on strengths, encouraging developing talents. Even if she didn't ace her math test, she may have written a good poem in English class. In addition to a workbook for math practice, give her a writing journal. When she knows that she's talented in one area, she'll be confident enough to try to achieve in others. "You don't want to not offer challenges," explains Feinberg, "but there's always a transfer when you have your kid feeling good about who she is." 

 Turn everyday events into learning opportunities. "Being educated doesn't mean knowing a lot of disconnected facts," says Fanjul. "Learning is building from what you know and connecting it to new facts." Encourage him to explore the world around him, asking questions and making connections. Fanjul remembers pointing to a prickly pear in the produce aisle and asking her young daughter, "Have you ever seen anything so bizarre?" When she replied that the fruit looked like "one of those fish that blows up," Fanjul knew that the structures for learning were firmly in place.
Parent Copy: please keep for your records





Teacher’s Copy: please sign and return to school.








